[image: image1.jpg]Light

Phetographic Workrhops




Basic Three Step Workflow Using Curves Adjustment Layers
You might find the following workflow useful when adjusting basic tone and color cast of your images.  Although this is presented in Adobe Photoshop CS4 proper very similar adjustments may be made in the Adobe Camera Raw dialog.

1. Add a new Curves Adjustment Layer to Adjust Tonal Range (White and Black point)
a. Move the Curves Dialog box until you can see most of your image.

b. Place your cursor over the White Point slider

c. While holding the Alt/Option key click and hold your left mouse button and observe the clipping mask

i. Your image will turn completely black except for pixels that are maxed out in one, two, or three channels.

ii. If a pixel illuminates, it is clipped in either the red, green, blue, or any combination of channels.  

d. Move the slider until a few pixels illuminate.  There is no magic setting.  Care must be taken not to blow your highlights.  In general, if an image contains a specular reflection then it may be blown.  But, be careful.

e. Place your cursor over the Black Point Slider

f. While holding the Alt/Option key click and hold your left mouse button and observe the clipping mask.

i. Your image will turn completely white except for pixels that are maxed out in one, two, or three channels.

g. Move the slider until some of the pixels turn black.  Be careful, but you can be more aggressive with the Black Point adjustment as our eyes are accustomed to losing detail in the deepest shadows.  With that said, don’t go too far.

h. Toggle the preview to view the adjustment.
2. Add a new Curves Adjustment Layer to remove any color cast.
a. Click the gray point eye dropper (the one in the middle below the graph.)
b. Move your cursor into your image and click on an area that should be neutral (R,G, and B values equal.)  The area/point should be a grey.  You might find it in clouds, on a rock, a shoe sole, etc.  

c. Toggle the Preview to view your adjustment

d. Fine tune as required by clicking on a new neutral area or adjusting individual color channels.

3. Add a new Curves Adjustment Layer to add basic contrast

a. Enable the drop down menu by clicking the blue chevron to the right of “Preset: None”

b. Try the four preset contrast adjustments (Increase Contrast, Linear Contrast, Medium Contrast, Strong Contrast) to see if any of the curves work.

c. If not, place a point in the curve at the “60” tonal value and one at the “190” tonal value.  Bump the “60” down slightly and the “190” up slightly to steepen your curve.  This increases contrasts and saturation.

d. Toggle the Preview checkbos or hit the “P”key to view your adjustment.

e. Fine tune your curve points and click “OK” when complete.

f. If your image shows a color issue because of the increased saturation switch the Layer Blending mode from Normal to Luminosity ( found in the Layers Palette in the unnamed drop down menu at the top.

g. Paint on the Layer Mask with Black with an appropriately sized, soft brush to conceal the contrast from certain areas of your image (if required.)

These three Adjustment Layers provide a strong tonal and color foundation upon which you can build the remainder of your image optimization.
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